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. she,  with  much   cheerfulness, .delivered  him  all   the
money.

Booth was so overjoyed with the prospect of discharg-
ing his debt to Trent, that he did not perfectly reflect on
the distress to which his family was now reduced. The
good-^humour which appeared in the countenance of
Amelia, was, perhaps, another help to stifle those reflec-
tions ; but, above all, were the assurances he had received
from the great man, whom he had met at a coffee-house,
and who had promised to do him all the service in his
power; which several half-pay subaltern officers assured
him was very considerable.

With this comfortable news he acquainted his wife,
who either was, or seemed to be, extremely well pleased
with it. And now he set out with the money in his
pocket to pay his friend Trent, who unluckily for him
happened not to be at home;

On his return home, he met his old Mend the lieutenant,
who thankfully paid him !his crown, and insisted oh his
going with him and taking part of a bottle. This invita-
tion was so eager and pressing, that poor Booth, who
<5ould not resist much importunity, complied*

While they were.over this bottle, Booth acquainted his
, friend with the promises he had received that afternoon
at the coffee house, with which the old gentleman was
very well pleased: 4For I have heard,* says he, 'that
* gentleman hath very powerful interest;' but he in-
formed him. likewise, that he had heard that the great
man must be touched; for,that he never did any thing
without touching. Of this, indeed, the great man himself
had given some oblique hints, by saying, with great
sagacity and slyness, that he knew where fifty pounds
might be deposited to much advantage.

Booth answered, that he would very readily advance
a small sum if he had it in his power, but that at present